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Background to the event

This major two-day conference will explore 
how schools, local authorities and partner 
organisations can put children, families
and communities at the heart of their
work. With the UK government placing a
greater emphasis on more personalised,
user-centred and responsive services, this
conference aims to identify what needs
to happen at all levels in the system to
achieve this vision. 

The education and children’s services
landscape is increasingly characterised
by tackling big issues and shared 
goals (obesity, community cohesion,
sustainable development), which cannot
be undertaken in isolation from other
agencies or countries. This event will
provide a unique picture of emerging
practice in the UK, and will enable
professionals to network with and learn
from each other. 

A key part of the event will be a session
on the leadership needed to champion
children, families and communities, led
by the National College for School
Leadership (NCSL).

Who should attend?

This conference is aimed at people who
are involved in leading and delivering
services for children, families and
communities across the UK – such as:
� headteachers/deputy headteachers,

cluster managers and school
improvement units

� Sure Start/integrated children’s 
centre managers

� directors of children’s services/
education and heads of service 

� extended/integrated/community 
focused schools managers and
remodelling advisors

� out-of-school-hours learning/study
support managers and co-ordinators

� healthy schools advisers/programme
managers, health implementation
managers, and PE and school sport
managers

� social care, regeneration and
community cohesion officers

� voluntary/community sector managers
� children’s trusts, primary care trusts,

and strategic health authorities.

A Early bird £595
B Standard price £660

Option 2 – Whole conference, including one night’s accommodation
C Early bird £455
D Standard price £510

Option 3 – Day one of conference, including evening meal

E Standard price £255

F Standard price £225

Option 4 – Day two of conference only

• Two nights’ accommodation (17 and 18 March) 
• Breakfast (18 and 19 March)
• Two-day conference, incl lunch and refreshments (18 and 19 March) 
• Drinks reception and dinner (18 March)

• As above, but one night’s accommodation (18 March) 
and breakfast (19 March)

• Day one, incl lunch and refreshments (18 March)
• Drinks reception and dinner (18 March)

• Day two, incl lunch and refreshments (19 March)

Option 1 – Whole conference, including two nights’ accommodation
Conference fee  Book before 1 February 2008 to receive your ‘early bird’ discount!



Conference programme overview
Day 1 (18 March 2008) covers the
major issues and challenges affecting
children and families in the UK, drawing
on the latest research and policies, and
the realities of living and working for and
within communities. Insights into how
schools and other learning environments
are engaging with these stakeholders will
be shared, as well as insights into the
level of change and transformation
needed to ensure that this engagement
is systematic and sustainable.

To inspire them and to challenge their
thinking, participants will have choices
between seminars and mini-keynote
speeches. These will look at how people,
projects and organisations are putting
children and young people at the heart
of their work, and showcase innovative
and emerging practice. 

There will also be a focus on UK policies
promoting culture and the arts as ways
of engaging with children, families and
communities.

Key speakers
Beverley Hughes MP, Minister for
Children, Young People and Families,
Department for Children, Schools 
and Families
Jane Hutt AM, Minister for Children,
Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills,
Welsh Assembly Government
Julia Unwin, Director, Joseph Rowntree
Foundation

Stewart Dakers, Guardian ‘Real Estate’
columnist and ex street worker
Ty Goddard, Director, British Council
for School Environments

Geoff Mulgan, Director, The Young
Foundation and former Chief Adviser
to Gordon Brown
Maggie Farrar, Operational Director,
National College for School Leadership
Tim Gill, Author, No fear: growing up 
in a risk averse society
Howard Goodall, Composer and
Singing Ambassador

Ian Gilbert, Managing Director,
Independent Thinking

Paul Dear, Head of Communities First,
Welsh Assembly Government

Day 2 (19 March 2008) begins with an
opportunity to network and share
insights with colleagues from across the
UK. This is followed by a leadership
symposium, sponsored by the National
College for School Leadership (NCSL),
which identifies the big leadership
challenges and opportunities created by
this agenda. It explores and deepens
learning from a range of local authority,
school, community and multi-agency
leadership partnerships and programmes,
and shares tools and approaches that
can be used by leaders at all levels. 

There is a further set of seminars and
mini-keynote speeches – focusing on
families and communities – plus an
opportunity to explore how sustainable
development can be made integral to
future strategies. 

For updates on the programme, 
speakers and seminar details, visit
www.continyou.org.uk/championing.



Day 1: 18 March 2008

9.00am Registration and a chance to look at the exhibition 

11.00am Welcome from Chair: Sioned Bowen, Director, Virtual Staff College 
Wales and ContinYou trustee 

11.10am What are the major challenges and issues facing children, families and 
communities in the UK?
– Geoff Mulgan, Director, the Young Foundation 
– Julia Unwin, Director, Joseph Rowntree Foundation
– Stewart Dakers, Guardian columnist and ex street worker

11.50am Question and answer session

12.00pm What is being done by government to champion children, families and 
communities? 
– Beverley Hughes MP, Minister for Children, Young People and 

Families, Department for Children, Schools and Families
– Jane Hutt AM, Minister for Children, Education, Lifelong Learning 

and Skills, Welsh Assembly Government
– Government representatives from Scotland and Northern Ireland 

12.50am Question and answer session

1.00pm Lunch, exhibition and networking

2.00pm Transformation not participation: what does the system look like when 
children, families and communities are fully engaged?
Ty Goddard, Director, British Council for School Environments

2.30pm Mini-keynote speech: Tim Gill, author of No fear: growing up in 
a risk averse society; or five seminars on children

3.30pm Mini-keynote speech: Stewart Dakers, Guardian columnist;
or five seminars on young people

4.30pm Engaging children, families and communities through culture and the arts 
Howard Goodall, Composer and Singing Ambassador

5.00pm Close of Day 1; free time and exhibition

6.15pm Drinks reception

7.00pm Speaker: Ian Gilbert, Managing Director, Independent Thinking

8.00pm Dinner 

9.30pm Informal networking

Provisional programme



Day 2: 19 March 2008

8.50am Registration 

9.15am Welcome from Chair: Sioned Bowen

9.20am Structured networking  

10.00am Leadership symposium: championing 
children, families and communities
– session sponsored by the National 
College for School Leadership
Interactive session sharing the lessons learnt from local authority, 
school, community and multi-agency leadership partnerships and 
programmes, led by Maggie Farrar, Operational Director, NCSL

12.00pm Mini-keynote speech: Paul Dear, Head of Communities First, 
Welsh Assembly Government; or five seminars on communities

1.00pm Lunch and exhibition 

2.00pm Mini-keynote speech: to be confirmed; or five seminars on families

3.00pm Close

Exhibition and sale of ContinYou publications

Throughout the two days there will be an exhibition, profiling
organisations in the statutory and voluntary sectors that are committed 
to championing children, families and communities. This is a unique
opportunity for delegates to learn more about the services and good
practice available to help them deliver this exciting agenda. Delegates will
also be able to browse and buy a range of resources to support their work.

To find out more about exhibition opportunities, download the
Sponsorship and exhibition opportunities flyer from our conference web 
page – www.continyou.org.uk/championing, or contact Chantelle Peat 
on 024 7658 8476 or chantelle.peat@continyou.org.uk.



Terms and conditions
� Acknowledgement/payment

This booking form is a legally binding
agreement. ContinYou will acknowledge
receipt of this booking form by return, either
by post or by email. It is your responsibility to
ensure that ContinYou receives payment
within the terms and conditions stated on the
invoice. We will send you the full conference
papers as soon as the programme has been
finalised and we have received payment. If
you have not heard from us by 10 days before
the conference, please contact ContinYou.

� Payment by invoice without purchase

order number

Please send us a completed booking form to
secure your place. A purchase order can follow
after the booking form has been received.

� Cancellations

If you wish to cancel your booking, you must
notify us in writing by 26 February 2008. The
conference fee will then be refunded, minus
an administration charge of £50. Cancellations
after this time are subject to payment of the
full fee, although we will accept substitutions
if you notify us in writing before the event,
so that alterations can be processed.
No refunds will be given for cancellation of
bookings made within 15 working days of
the conference. 
The authorised signatory is responsible for
payment of the conference fee unless the
cancellation procedure is followed.

� Data protection

Your details will be stored on our database
for the purpose of managing this event.
Thereafter, they will be kept for our records
and we may use them to contact you
regarding other services, events or products
that we think may be of interest.

� Conference programme

The programme is correct at the time of going
to press. ContinYou reserves the right to make
changes to the published programme in the
event of any of the advertised speakers being
unable to attend.

Visit www.continyou.org.uk/championing
regularly for updates on the programme,
speakers and seminar details. Seminar themes
and leaders will be added to the web page as
they are confirmed.

About the venue

The 4-star Hilton Birmingham Metropole
is situated next door to the NEC, and
is less than ten minutes away from
Birmingham International Airport and
train station. 

The bright and airy bedrooms are all
ensuite with air-conditioning, high-speed
internet access (chargeable), TV, radio,
tea and coffee-making facilities.

The LivingWell Health Club is available
for full conference delegates to use. It
offers a wide range of first-class facilities,
including a fully-equipped gymnasium,
indoor swimming pool, sauna, steam
room and jacuzzi.

A free shuttle bus service operates every
half hour from Birmingham International
train station. Road links are equally
accessible – the hotel is strategically
positioned at the centre of the motorway
network, within easy reach of the M40,
M42 and M6. Car parking is available on
site at the hotel. Note that charges apply
(from £10–£15 per day).



Championing children, families and communities –
booking form

18 and 19 March 2008
Please use block capitals. Complete one form per delegate, photocopying as
necessary, and fax or return by post to Chantelle Peat at the address overleaf.

Closing date for receipt of bookings: 26 February 2008

Name:

Job title:

Organisation:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel: Email:

Special dietary or access requirements, including auditory needs:

Payment method (Please tick the relevant box below.)

Cheque: I enclose a cheque for £.................., payable to ContinYou.

Credit card: Please debit my card: 

Expiry date:         / 

Invoice: Please send an invoice to: 

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Purchase order number (if relevant):

I agree to the terms and conditions opposite:

Name (please print):

Signature:

Please complete the booking form overleaf.

Please give your
full name and
address if
different from
above.

3-digit security code



Please return your booking form to:
Chantelle Peat, ContinYou, Unit C1, 
Grovelands Court, Grovelands Estate, 
Longford Road, Exhall, Coventry CV7 9NE 

Tel: 024 7658 8440  Fax: 024 7658 8441  
Email: chantelle.peat@continyou.org.uk
Website: www.continyou.org.uk

Registered charity number: 1097596

Company limited by guarantee

Registered in England and Wales: 4652378

About ContinYou

ContinYou believes in the power of learning
as a means of achieving social justice.

ContinYou uses learning to tackle inequality
and build social inclusion. We create
learning programmes and services that
offer fresh opportunities to people who
have gained least from formal education
and training.

ContinYou is one of the UK’s leading
community learning organisations.

I wish to register for (please tick as appropriate):

� A Early bird £595
� B Standard price £660

Option 2 – Whole conference, including one night’s accommodation
� C Early bird £455
� D Standard price £510

Option 3 – Day one of conference, including evening meal

� E Standard price £255

� F Standard price £225

Option 4 – Day two of conference only

• Two nights’ accommodation (17 and 18 March) 
• Breakfast (18 and 19 March)
• Two-day conference, incl lunch and refreshments 

(18 and 19 March)
• Drinks reception and dinner (18 March)

• As above, but one night’s accommodation (18 March) 
and breakfast (19 March)

• Day one, incl lunch and refreshments (18 March)
• Drinks reception and dinner (18 March)

• Day two, incl lunch and refreshments (19 March)

Option 1 – Whole conference, including two nights’ accommodation
Conference fee  Book before 1 February 2008 to receive your ‘early bird’ discount!


