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Friendship chains

This can be done as a seated or circle time game. Alternatively, you could have the children up and moving round to do it.

Resources needed

· For each person, a number of rectangular strips of paper
· Cut an A4 piece of paper or thin card into eight pieces.

· Fold it in half, top to bottom, and then in half again top to bottom.

· Cut along the folds. 
The card or paper can be white or coloured. The number of pieces you give each person will depend on how long you want to play the game – four to six is ideal.

· Some staplers and staples to join the pieces together
· Pens or felt tip pens to write on the paper or card

How to play the game

· Each person writes their name on each of their pieces of paper or card. (Don’t make it too big – leave room for another name on there!)
· Each person then talks to other people and finds things they have in common – favourite colour, food, TV programme, where they live, which class they’re in, and so on. 

· Once they’ve identified a point of commonality with another person, that person adds their name to the piece of paper alongside the first person’s name. On the back they can write or draw the thing they have in common.

· Staple the piece of paper to form a link.

· Carry on finding out things in common until everyone’s pieces of paper have been turned into links, each one connected to the next, so each person ends up with a short chain of links.

· See if you can join each person’s short chain together to make one big chain for the whole group. You could then use it to decorate your club room.
Things to note

· If you do this as a circle-time game, each person will have to take turns to offer a suggestion, for example: ‘My favourite TV programme is Dr Who – does anyone else like Dr Who?’
· Then they can choose among those who agree to link up with, or find, another suggestion. Once they’ve written their names on the paper, they can sit down again.
· The leaders may need to help facilitate this – if the children are too specific, it may be difficult to find things in common. However, if they stick to, for instance, pizza or football, they should be able to find people to link with. 
· If the children are older or know each other better, they could be encouraged to be braver and talk about feelings or ambitions, and so on, using the same sort of format.
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